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TO:   ALL INTERESTED PHYSICIANS 
 

We have a new set of initials which are beginning to plague the medical community.  

Many of you have not yet been introduced to “EUO” and some of you may have already had the 

unpleasant experience. 

 

EUO is shorthand for Examination Under Oath.  In a capsule, physicians who treat 

patients who have been injured in automobile accidents can, by statute, be examined under oath 

by insurance carriers probing into the claimed injuries of your patients.  This has become a 

common practice for those on the frontline of treating such patients but we have detected a slow 

growth in EUOs of the physicians who have been consulted by auto insurance claimants. 

 

The New York No-Fault Law permits insurers to examine health care personnel who have 

submitted bills for reimbursement in an effort to curb escalating costs.  However, while the 

purpose of the law may have had credibility many of our friendly insurance companies have used 

this provision to engage physicians in lengthy and burdensome examinations delving into the 

necessity of care for innumerable patients.  While the examination process is continuing the 

carrier need not pay the medical charges until the EUOs have been completed.  Obviously, this 

burden falls upon the physician, 

 

We have spent days with our physician clients undergoing EUOs and the only solace 

rests in the fact that under the law the physician is to be reimbursed for the hours lost from 

his//her practice.  Of course, you would rather be in your office then spending time at an EUO 

and the insurance companies are well aware of this. 

 



The proliferation of these types of  examinations has been growing within the past year 

which leads one to the conclusion that the carriers have found it to be economically beneficial to 

pursue this course of action. 

 

Representatives of the carriers, if permitted, go to wide latitudes in conducting the EUOs 

and we always strive to limit the attempts to inquire into billing arrangements, practice 

management regimen and the like.  If you are presented with requests for certain records in 

conjunction with a proposed EUO please do not be naïve to believe that responding quickly will 

satisfy those making the inquiry.  It is only the first step in a maze of technicalities and it would 

be wise to be alert to this tactic. 
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